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PERISCOPE. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

SALOPHEN. 

Dr. Josef Frohlich (Wiener med. Wochen., July, 1892), 
in an exhaustive treatise on the Therapeutic Application 
of Salophen, says that in not one out of thirty cases of 
acute rheumatism did this remedy fail. The pain ceased 
in from three to four days, and the acute swelling dis¬ 
appeared in six to eight days. Large joint effusions 
were, however, not influenced. Salophen, like the other 
salicylic preparations, cannot prevent relapses. In two 
cases, acute endocarditis appeared during the treatment. 
The author says that salophen is a prompt and efficient 
remedy in acute rheumatism, and is to be preferred to 
the salicylates because (1) being decomposed in the intes¬ 
tine it does not irritate the stomach ; (2) it can be given 
in large doses and for a long period without unpleasant 
effects, such as loss of appetite, nausea, vertigo or col¬ 
lapse; and (3) it is tasteless. The action of salophen 
upon chronic articular rheumatism was not constant in 
some cases, but in others it had good effect, and there¬ 
fore further experiment is worth undertaking. Salophen 
has very little action as an antipyretic. In one out of 
three cases of cystitis, it seemed to be useful. In only 
three cases were any unpleasant effects produced, and 
they were but slight. 

Salophen is also suggested as an intestinal antiseptic 
on account of the large quantity of salicylic acid which 
it contains, but Dr. Frohlich was unable to determine as 
to this, as suitable material was not at his disposal for 
experiment; and, further, he states that he was not ac¬ 
quainted with the action of salophen upon pathogenic 
and putrefactive bacteria. He adds, however, that it 
would be advisable to institute experiments in this 
direction. 

ELECTRO- AND SUGGESTION-THERAPY. 

Prof. Eulenburg, in a lengthy article on this subject, 
reviews the work done by the late Frankfort Electro- 
therapeutic Congress. He finds much to take exception 
to, when statements to the effect that electricity in itself 
has no virtue, that its effect is purely a psychic one, are 
made by men recognized as leaders in this direction. 
When two such men as Mobius and Muller have dia¬ 
metrically opposed views in regard to the therapeutic 
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action of electricity, what deductions were to be drawn ? 
Mobius in his first writings on the subject says that 
electricity, applied in organic paralysis, is corrective in 
its effect, that in paralysis due to destruction of the peri¬ 
pheral nerves, or muscular fibres, electricity certainly 
hastened regeneration. And that it was only necessary 
for electricity to be given a fair trial for this fact to be 
proven. That the influence of electricity on the change 
in nutrition in the paralyzed part in traumatic paralysis 
was so evident, that there could be no doubt of its bene¬ 
ficial effect. Other observers were of the same opinion 
at this time, conclusions having been arrived at after 
very careful study and experiments, and now for these 
views to be exploded, and the same authors to conclude 
that the electricity was a purely psychic one, was remark¬ 
able, to say the least. The preponderance of opinion at 
the late conference was, however, in favor of the sugges¬ 
tion theory. 

Prof Eulenburg was of the opinion that electricity 
was pi tee dc resistance in the treatment of paralysis, and 
that it was of the greatest value in the diagnosis and 
prognosis of these conditions. How often in infantile irri¬ 
tative conditions, neuralgias, convulsions, astasia-abasia, 
neurasthenia, hypochondria, and psychical impotence had 
electricity been invaluable, acting in some instances as a 
psychic corrector. It was to this influence that the ped¬ 
agogical practitioners, applied the term of suggestive 
medicine, their so doing showing a lack of proper ap¬ 
preciation between cause and effect. Electro-therapy 
had until now missed having rational scientific founda¬ 
tion upon which to build up a future, but the author 
thought that this last heated controversy on the subject 
would incite investigators to push the study so as to be 
able to draw some definite conclusions from the recorded 
facts. It was not the author’s intention to denounce all 
contrary views as erroneous, but to ask for a stay of 
opinions until further investigations be made. Electro¬ 
therapy was still sufficiently new for it to be given a 
longer trial, before it be put on one side as an agent that 
was only used for psychic effect. Suggestion as a medium 
for the improvement of paralytic conclusions could hardly 
be said to offer what scientifically applied electricity did ; 
however, it remained to be seen which would triumph, 
electro- or suggestion-therapy in this class of cases.—Re¬ 
print from Berliner klin. Wochetischrift, 1892, No. 8. 
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